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Application Period Opens for Pandemic
Response and Safety Grant Program

: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a Request for Applications
(RFA) for the new Pandemic Response and Safety (PRS) Grant program and encourages
eligible entities to apply now for funds. Applications must be submitted electronically
through the grant portal at https://usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov/usda by 11:59 p.m. Eastern
Time on Monday, November 22, 2021. Approximately $650 million in funding is available
for the PRS grants, which are funded by the Pandemic Assistance provided in the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.

The PRS Grant program will assist small businesses in certain commodity areas, including
specialty crop producers, shellfish farming, finfish farming, aquaculture, and apiculture;
specialty crop, meat, and other processors; distributors; and farmers markets. Small
businesses and nonprofits in these industries can apply for a grant to cover COVID-
related expenses such as workplace safety measures (e.g., personal protective equipment
(PPE), retrofitting facilities for worker and consumer safety, shifting to online sales
platforms, transportation, worker housing, and medical costs. The minimum funding
request is $1,500 and the maximum funding request is $20,000.
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The RFA and the PRS Grant Portal provide more details about eligibility for the grant.
Eligible entities are required to obtain a free DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet (D&B)
BEFORE applying for this program. USDA has created a custom PRS DUNS number
portal at https://support.dnb.com/PandemicResponse.

Application resources including Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), tip sheets in English
and Spanish on applying for a DUNS Number, videos on “How to Apply” and more are
available on the PRS Grant Portal.

For more information, you can also reach out to the PRS help desk, Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-9 p.m. ET at (301) 238-5550 or usda.ams.prs@grantsolutions.gov.

Check your eligibility, obtain a DUNS number, and learn more about the application
process at the PRS Grant Portal

Share Your 2021 Harvest

This past spring, many of you shared with us photos and videos of the seeds and
seedlings you sowed, and your hopes for the coming season. (View the storymap:
https://arcg.is/OLg1z5)

This fall as you reap the rewards of your work, we want to hear from you once again. Did
the year go as you expected, or did you experience some surprises? Is your harvest
bountiful, or were you impacted by conditions like drought, flood, or pests? Did our
pandemic or farm programs benefit your operation this year? Did you try any new tactics
or equipment, and if so, how did it go?

Send photos and videos of your operation’s harvest activities, along with a few sentences
reflecting your thoughts on the above questions by October 27

to SM.FP.Social@usda.gov. You may be featured on Farmers.gov national social media
channels, a national storymap, and/or our wrap-up blog scheduled to publish in late
October. For more details and examples, read our short blog story:
https://go.usa.gov/xMUan.

Streamlining How You Find Information on
Farmers.gov
Click to edit this placeholder text.

If you've been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time
you were here. We’ve made some changes, to improve how you find information so that
you can find what you need even more easily and efficiently.

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page — it’s different now. It opens up,
to show descriptions and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what's
where and reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over
the years and the old navigation wasn’t designed for the load. Second, because you
asked for it. We analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the site and
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tested our new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers
through surveys and live testing sessions.

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are
grouped and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also
relabeled some of our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages
or information you’ve used before may have different labels or be in new places.

Important changes:

e The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.

e The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to
help you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your
operation.

e The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and
preserve natural resources, and address conservation concerns.

e The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with
resources that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or
improve your agricultural operation.

e The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA
resources that cater to your specific operation. Information that was on
the Connect page has been moved to the Contact Us page and the Get
Involved page.

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with
important USDA announcements. We've recently created some new webpages, and
updated some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There
are even more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start
by asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we
looked for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re
looking for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where
testers tended to click during an exercise.

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and
told us how to speak using your words, and not legalese.

Check out farmers.gov today!

Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA
Guaranteed Farm Loans
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Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA Guaranteed Farm Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a higher loan limit will be available
for borrowers seeking a guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from $1.776 million to
$1.825 million.

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from securing
land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed and serviced
by commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against possible financial
loss of principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA
obligated more than $3.4 billion in guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This
includes nearly $1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number of guaranteed borrowers
has grown by 10% to more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA
expects the increasing demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.

Disaster Set-Aside Extension

USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the
COVID-19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside
(DSA) for installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second
DSA for COVID-19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial
COVID-19 DSA. Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no
later than May 1, 2022.

Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural
disasters, the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by
COVID-19 and determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The set-
aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in
the current production cycle.

More Information

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic,
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to
set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to
USDA'’s response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for
Livestock, Poultry Contract Producers and
Specialty Crop Growers
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USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program 2 (CFAP 2) for contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers
of specialty crops and other sales-based commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers
who faced market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-19, is part of USDA’s broader
Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) has set an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify
applications for CFAP 2.

Assistance for Contract Producers

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to
contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020,
through Dec. 27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs,
turkeys, hogs and pigs, ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance.
This update includes eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced
under contract.

Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for
the periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27,
2020. Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue
from the period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019
if it is more representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the
program more equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019
compared to a normal production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by
80% to determine a final payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total
calculated payments exceed the available funding and will be made after the application
period closes.

Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020
and situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1
to Dec. 27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers
who began their farming operation in 2020.

Updates for Sales-Based Commodities

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commaodities, which
are primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales
for 2019 sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commodities were
based only on 2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the
producer would have expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to
substitute 2018 sales for this approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities
and 2018 crop year Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) payments, provides additional flexibility to
producers of sales-based commodities who had reduced sales in 2019.

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete
list of all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at
farmers.gov/cfap2/commaodities. Producers of sales-based commodities can modify
existing applications.
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Applying for Assistance

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need
to modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can
find their local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also
obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and
modified CFAP 2 applications are due by the Oct. 12 deadline.

USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for
Timber Harvesters and Haulers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief
to timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have experienced losses due to
COVID-19 as part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and
truckers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22
through Oct. 15, 2021. The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers
program (PATHH) is administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the
timber industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross
revenue loss of at least 10% during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to
the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to apply.

Program Details

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or
timber hauling business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or
more of the following:

e Cutting timber.
e Transporting timber.

e Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to
biochar, cutting to smaller lengths, etc.).

Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019,
through Dec. 1, 2019, minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1,
2020, multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an initial payment equal to the lesser of the
calculated payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. A second payment
will be made after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds.

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000.
Applying for Assistance
Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-

1118, Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and
certifying to their gross revenue for 2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional
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documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more information on how to
apply.

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide
by mail, fax, hand delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and
truckers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA
loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be
provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center
visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the
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My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information,
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history.
A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the
impact on cash flow.

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report
and will provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the
credit report, it is up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any
errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:

Make sure to pay bills on time

o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an
effective way to remember payment due dates.

Pay down existing debt

Keep your credit card balances low

Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply
for a loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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339 Busch's Frontage Rd.
Suite 104
Annapolis, MD 21409

Phone: 443-482-2760
Fax: 855-401-6638
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